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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

 
The Northern Illinois Hosta Society is having a birthday.  It has been ten years since 

Tom Micheletti and friends organized this group of Hosta enthusiasts, and we are 

getting together to celebrate.  Dawn Anderson has put together a notice about the event, 

which you should find in this newsletter - don‟t miss out.  This function is going to 

serve as our annual member meeting that is usually held in October. 

 

The year‟s events have been going quite well.  There have been some spectacular 

gardens featured in the Hostatality Walks, although this has also been true in former 

years.  If you have not joined us at these garden walks, please come in the future and 

bring a friend.  The walks are open to members and their guests.  These gardens are 

sometimes as impressive as gardens you might encounter at a convention tour, and 

some are more modest.  In any event it, is a good chance to meet a few new friends and 

acquire some new ideas about gardening.  Everyone‟s garden is a little bit different and 

sometimes the gardens are a lot different.  Come and see. 

 

Please get some plants dug and in pots to bring to the Auction this year.  It is going to 

be open to the public so we need plants to sell.  Come and have fun bidding.  I have 

acquired some of the most interesting plants at our auctions over the years.  I am not 

going to tell you how before the auction, but I was lucky enough to turn a green form of 

H. „Sea Prize‟ purchased at our auction into a very streaky form that looks very much 

like the true plant should look.  This is the silk purse out of a sow‟s ear syndrome. 

 

This year‟s weather has been difficult.  The Chicago Botanic Garden recommends that 

you water your valuable permanent plants (trees & shrubs) first, followed by 

perennials, and then by the annuals.  See the article in this newsletter for more 

information. 

 

We sold out of the “Hosta Finder” for this year at the April meeting, but I still have 

copies of “The Hosta Adventure” for sale.   

 

We have lost one of our founders.  Ted Skrzenta was our first treasurer and husband to 

Laurie, who was president before my term of office.  We extend our sympathy to 

Laurie on her loss. 

John L. Van Ostrand 
 

 

 

OFFICERS, DIRECTORS & CHAIRS 
 

President, John Van Ostrand, 21 Robin Crest Road, Hawthorn Woods, IL  60047-8965  (847) 438-1056 

Vice President, Dawn Anderson, 1703 Highview Ave., McHenry, IL  60050  (815) 344-1808 

Secretary, LaVerne Laycock, 1712 Ontario Ave., Apt.104, Naperville, IL 60563  (630) 548-9348 

Membership, Pete Postlewaite, 21172 Andover Rd, Kildeer, IL  60047  (847) 438-7790 

Newsletter, Floyd Rogers, 22W213 Glen Valley Drive, Glen Ellyn, IL 60137  (630) 858-3538 

Treasurer, Bob Carlson, 22W070 Stratford Ct.,Glen Ellyn, IL  60137  (630) 469-9091 

Publicity, Lou Horton (acting), 1N375 Ingleton, West Chicago, IL  60190 

Walk-About Chair, Flo Burnidge, 35W966 Highland Ave., Elgin, IL  60123  (847) 742-7383 

Director-at-Large, Lou Horton, 1N375 Ingleton, West Chicago, IL  60190 

Director-at-Large, Tom Micheletti, 23720 Hearthside Drive, Deer Park, IL  60010  (847) 540-8051 
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2002/2003 ACTIVITIES 

 
September 8 Plant Auction – Palos Heights, IL, 1-4 

September 22 NIHS 10
th

 Anniversary Party, Deer Park, IL, 1-4 

January 18, 2003 Winter Scientific Meeting – Schaumburg, IL 

March, 2003 Pot Luck & Swap  

April, 2003 Spring Hosta Symposium & Plant Pick Up  

May, 2003 Leaf Exhibit & Plant Sale – Chicago Botanic Garden, Glencoe, IL 

June 5-7, 2003 Midwest Regional Convention – St. Louis, MO 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
Daniel Adams, Chicago 

Ronald Karlic, Orland Park 

Diane Gleich, Elk Grove Village 

Nancy O‟Donnell, Chicago 

Edward Collins, Glen Ellyn 

Peggy Knight, West Chicago 

Shirley Zekas, Long Grove 

Barbara Scott, Rolling Meadows 

Araceli Hankins, Lake Forest 

Asher & Irene Birnbaum, Northfield 

Kelvin Boyle, Woodridge 

Linda Hickok, Burr Ridge 

Les & Susan Lange, Glenview 

Nina Jawnyj, Elk Grove Village 

Anne Hevrdejs, Woodridge 

 

WELCOME!!! 
 

 

 

PLANT AUCTION & MEETING 
 

There are at least three compelling reasons to come to Lake Katherine on September 8
th

.  First, is to enjoy some 

of our famous NIHS hospitality.  Second, is to enjoy the beautiful Lake Katherine Nature Preserve.  Third, is the 

opportunity to bid on Hostas, companion plants and other garden goodies in our ever-entertaining live auction.   

 

The auction is a LOT more fun if there is a good selection of plants to bid on.  That‟s where you come in.  

Please bring plants, preferably dug and potted some time prior to the day of the auction (they look much better 

when given a chance to recover from the abuse of digging). 

 

The address to target is 7402 Lake Katherine Drive in Palos Heights.  We will be meeting in the Environmental 

Learning Center.  The meeting will start promptly at 1:00pm.  See you there! 

 

Directions to the Lake Katherine Environmental Learning Center: 

 

Rt. 83 (Mannheim Rd.) south & east (Calumet Sage Road) to 75
th

 Avenue - left (north) on 75
th

 Avenue to Lake 

Katherine. 
 

or 
 

South on I-294 to 9500 south. - ramp off going east to Rt. 43 (Harlem Ave. 7200 west) approximately 1 block - 

right (south) on Harlem Ave. to Rt. 83 - right (west on Rt. 83) to 75
th

 Avenue – right (north) to Lake Katherine. 
 

or 
 

Harlem Avenue (going either south or north) – go west on Rt. 83 – north on 75
th

 Avenue to Lake Katherine. 
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GOT SLUGS? 
 

(Reuters) LONDON, June 26 - Farmers and gardeners determined to protect their plants from slugs and snails 

may not have to look any further than their morning cup of coffee for an environmentally friendly pesticide. The 

menacing molluscs hate caffeine. 
 

The stimulant becomes a deadly neurotoxin when it is sprayed on the slimy creatures.  EVEN VERY SMALL 

concentrations can be deadly for the garden pests, scientists from the US Pacific Basin Agriculture Research 

Center in Hilo, Hawaii said on Wednesday.  The stimulant that helps million of people wake up and face the day 

becomes a deadly neurotoxin when it is sprayed on the slimy creatures. 
 

"It has potential as an environmentally acceptable alternative toxicant for the control of slugs and snails on food 

crops," Richard Hollingsworth said in a report in the science journal Nature. 
 

The scientists at the US Department of Agriculture's research center were testing the effects of caffeine on other 

pests in Hawaii when they discovered that slugs and snails could not tolerate it.  "We found that large slugs 

placed on loose soil and sprayed with a one or two percent solution of caffeine responded with uncoordinated 

writhing; the only survivors were the few that were able to burrow into the soil soon after treatment," 

Hollingsworth added. 
 

The weak solution of caffeine didn't damage the foliage of palms or orchids and any yellowing of leaves could 

be avoided by mixing caffeine with an appropriate agricultural polymer, he added. 

 

Drought 
by John Van Ostrand 

Up here on the north side of our area where I live, it has been the driest year since I have been growing Hostas.  As a few of 

you know I have a bad habit of cutting, digging, and moving them around, but I am really trying to resist the temptation in 

this drought.  The desiccation is especially stressful on the newer plants that have not yet formed a substantial root network, 

so I try to keep the little ones watered.   

Generally about fifteen percent of my property is under water for most if not all of the year.  This year the pond dried up in 

mid-July.  In dry years this usually happens in September or October, so the moisture has left the soil early.   

You might want to keep the ground around your house watered, because desiccation of the soil is often responsible for 

settlement of building foundations that are situated on clay soils (which most of us have). Trees, shrubs, and our favorite 

garden plants grow larger every year and demand more moisture from the subsoil, often causing the clay to shrink and 

foundations to settle where there formerly was no problem.  This often results in our houses developing cracks that are 

especially noticeable in masonry walls, and often emanate from doorways or windows.  I have seen one house settle as 

much as seven inches between the middle of the dining room and the outside walls.  The house broke in two in the middle, 

causing a fault line one inch wide running across the entire three story structure.  The repairs can be very expensive.   

Trees will desiccate the soil for a distance from the tree base that is as large as the tree is tall.  Deciduous trees have a more 

detrimental effect on soil moisture than coniferous trees, generally ascribed to deeper root structures.  The clay supporting 

foundations can be kept moist by watering and replacing the moisture drawn away by plants and evaporation.  Maintaining 

soil moisture helps prevent the soil from shrinking, but don‟t overdo it.  Too much water can cause clay soils to swell and 

the foundations to heave.  Clay soils vary in sensitivity to changes in moisture content, depending on their constituency.  

The most susceptible building foundations are those nearer the soil surface.  Garages and additions often have relatively 

shallow footings and will be much more affected by soil desiccation than areas that have a basement.   

With regard to our hostas, you may note that some of them have leaves that are turning brown starting at the tip and 

progressing toward the petiole.  This is the onset of heat dormancy and an indication that watering is needed.  You may be 

able to arrest this process by providing ample moisture.  Although heat dormancy should be a temporary condition, and the 

plant should theoretically revive next spring; I have lost plants affected by heat dormancy in the past.  So, keep on watering. 
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AHS On-Line Auction 2002 

 
The first ever AHS On-line Auction is currently being organized and set up on the AHS web site located at www.hosta.org. 

Specific dates and directions for the process by which you may participate will be included at this web site.  The target date 

is set for the first two weeks of September to follow the anticipated arrival of the next Hosta Journal.  Please be patient as 

the organizers embark on what is a new adventure for them in order to provide this service to you.  Proceeds raised will be 

targeted for The Hosta Journal.  We hope to net an additional $5,000 from this activity to bring the society budget back to 

even following the decline over the past two years. 

 

Contacts, questions, plant donations: 

Ken Farber, AHS On-line Auction Coordinator (763-574-1947) kennethfarber@msn.com 

Don Dean, AHS Auction Chairman (763-421-2475) dedean@ties.k12.mn.us 

 

Auction mechanics:  

The intent is to model this after the Hosta Library and First Look/AHS auctions.  The site changes to www.hosta.org , and 

we hope to be able to accept credit card payments at this site.  Go to the home page, click auction, read the terms, and 

follow the directions.  All plants offered will be listed.  Some new ones will be added throughout the duration of the 

auction, so keep tuning into the site.  You will need to register with a "handle" or alias, valid Email address, and mailing 

address if you wish to bid.  Directions will be prompted once you commence to place a bid. 

 

High bidders will be contacted after the close of the auction that they have placed the highest bid by Email. The message 

will direct the high bidder as to how to make payment, credit card at the AHS web site or check to AHS c/o my address. 

Once payment is verified, the donator will be contacted by Email to make arrangements with the high bidder for delivery of 

the plant at a time mutually agreeable. 

 

A complete accounting of plants, high bid, and payments received will be made to the AHS Treasurer and President at the 

completion of collections.  

 

Plant donations: 

We are looking to keep these to a relatively small number, 35-70.  Highly coveted, rare, hard to find, good breeding stock, 

and new breeders from your breeding program are being sought.  These should be plants you anticipate will bring a 

minimum bid of $50-$100.  I will personally donate a piece of the much awaited plant, H. 'Dorset Clown,' if we hit the 50 

plant mark!  We will respectfully decline offers of plants not meeting the fore mentioned criteria and may trim #'s of plants 

off longer lists from a single donor IF the need arises to restrict the total number of plants to 100 (time constraints of the 

workers).  

 

To donate, simply send an Email to Ken Farber or myself.  You will receive a return e-mail including a template designed 

to assist you in giving us the info we need to best represent the plant.  This then becomes a promise, voucher, to ship the 

plant to the highest bidder.  

 

PICTURES, PICTURES, PICTURES are crucial for most of this type of plant to gain the attention they warrant.  Take one 

and send it along with your commitment to donate a plant.  We can work with both prints and digital sent via Email. 

 

Thanks in advance for considering donating to this auction.  Those who have participated in past Region I, First Look 

auctions found them quite exciting!  Enjoy, donate, bid, and support our organization. 

 

Don Dean, AHS Auction Chair 

http://www.hosta.org/
mailto:kennethfarber@msn.com
mailto:dedean@ties.k12.mn.us
http://www.hosta.org/
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NIHS Sponsor Plant Program 
By Lou Horton 

For several years now, the NIHS has sponsored a plant purchase in the spring of each year.  The purchases are 

made from Q&Z Nursery, one of the country's leading tissue culture sources for Hostas.  There are two major 

changes in this year's offerings.  First, pricing will vary from plant to plant.  Second, the plants will be offered in 

4 inch pots rather than as liners or in 2 1/4 inch pots.  In other words, these plants will be considerably older and 

more developed, and less in need of special care.  We have also selected plants that we think you will find 

highly desirable but in different ways. 
 

The first is Korean Snow, a Bob Solberg introduction that is proving to be very popular.  It is a small/medium 

plant that features misted variegation.  A catalog I recently checked had Korean Snow listed at $50, so it 

qualifies as a highly desirable new plant.  Korean Snow will be offered in a four inch pot for $12 (limit of 

one). 
 

The second offering is Sum of All, a Sum and Substance sport that features a wider gold edge than previous 

sports.  Since it is a S&S sport, it will become quite large . Sum of All will also be priced at $12 (limit of one). 
 

The third plant is Summer Breeze (a sport of Summer Music), a relatively new introduction that features a 

green center and a wide, irregular gold margin.  It is a medium size plant.  Summer Breeze is priced at $10 

(limit of one). 
 

The last plant is not a new introduction but is considered a definite improvement on an established classic, 

namely Frances Williams.  Olive Bailey Langdon looks almost identical to France Williams but since its gold 

edge does not brighten as early in the season as that of Frances Williams, it tends not to burn as much.  Olive 

Bailey Langdon is, of course, a large plant and will be priced at $6 (limit of one). 
 

If you have access to the Internet and would like more information and a color picture of these plants, you can 

visit www.shadypath.com and click on the link to View NIHS Sponsor Plant Pictures.  Since these plants will 

be grown especially for us, we must order early and we cannot increase our order. The plants will be 

available for pickup at our April meeting that has been tentatively scheduled for Friendship Park Conservatory 

in Des Plaines.  The exact date of that meeting will be announced in a future newsletter.  If you want to 

participate, you need to do two things:  (1) you must reserve your plants (a check for full payment made out to 

the NIHS must accompany all reservations), and (2) you need to make plans to either pick the plants up 

yourself, or have someone else pick them up for you.   
 

We are only ordering 25 of each plant, and when they are gone, they are gone.  You can order anytime 

from now on by sending a check and specifying the plant(s) you want.  Send orders to Lou Horton, 1N 

735 Ingalton, West Chicago, IL 60185.  If you include your email address, your reservation will be 

confirmed via email.  If the plants you want are sold out by the time you order, your check will be 

returned.  This is a great opportunity to get some great plants at a very good price.  Don't waste that opportunity 

by waiting too long to order. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Select up to one each: Send order to Lou Horton 

Korean Snow $12 _____ Name: _____________________________ 

Sum of All $12 _____ Address:   __________________________ 

Summer Breeze $10 _____ City/State:  _________________________ 

Olive Bailey Langdon $6 _____ E-mail address:   _____________________ 

 Total _____ 

http://www.shadypath.com/
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Hey!  Have you heard? 
 

Northern Illinois Hosta Society is 

celebrating it’s 10th anniversary and  

you are invited!! 
 

 
 

 NIHS will provide the main course 

 Raffle for wild and crazy prizes 

 Special gift for those who attend 

 Bring a side dish or desert and lawn chair 

 
When : Sunday, September 22nd, 1 to 4 pm 

 
Where : Tom and Becki Micheletti 

23700 West Hearthside Drive 

Deer Park, IL   60010 
       (directions follow) 

 

 

In order to provide enough food, if you plan to attend, please contact either: 

Becki Micheletti : 847-540-8051 or bemich7@yahoo.com 

Dawn Anderson : 815-344-1808 
 

 

* Please Note : This event will replace the October Pot Luck and Plant Swap 

 



August 2002  Issue 38 

  Page 7 

 

 

How It All Began 
by Tom Micheletti 

 

During the summer of 1992 I began to wonder if there was enough interest to start a local Hosta Society.  There 

were several forming throughout the country, and the Chicago area seemed to be a likely place to have a local 

Hosta Society.  I searched through the membership list of The American Hosta Society and came up with the 

names and addresses of 61 people that lived in northern Illinois.  I sent each of them a letter explaining my 

intentions and invited them to a meeting at my house.  Having no idea how many if any people would show up, 

the fateful day arrived.  Seventeen diehard Hostaholics showed up!  I also received a few letters of 

encouragement and regrets that people couldn‟t attend that day due to other commitments.  One letter in 

particular was from Florence Stout, an active member of many plant societies.  She offered to be the Recording 

Secretary if there were no other interested takers. 

 

That October afternoon the Northern Illinois Hosta Society was born.  We had our first business meeting, our 

first garden tour, and our first election.  After a tour of my garden we went inside to hold the business meeting.  

I was elected the first President; Penny Kanikula was elected the Vice President.  At that time the Vice President 

was in charge of both events and hospitality, a daunting task handled ably by Penny for the first four years of our 

existence, after which time she and her husband Florian retired to Naples Florida.   We took Florence Stout up 

on her offer to be Secretary.  Ted Skrzenta was elected to be the first Treasurer and Rick Turley was the first 

newsletter editor.   

 

The following year, 1993 was a year of growth for the society.  We toured some beautiful gardens.  We also 

held an auction of plants to raise funds.  The executive board wanted to have a logo for our fledgling group, and 

Penny said she knew the right person.  She contacted Iris Frazier who designed the logo.  Iris said H. „Blue 

Dimples‟, which was blooming in her garden at the time, inspired her. 

 

After serving four-year terms the executive board was up for election.  Laurie Skrzenta was elected President, 

Joanne Ruane was elected Vice President for Programs, Bea McGovern was elected Vice President for 

Hospitality, LaVerne Laycock was elected Recording Secretary, Florence Brennan was elected Membership 

Secretary, and Dennis Morris was Treasurer.  Irwin Johnson, a member from the Milwaukee area agreed to be 

our newsletter editor. 

 

In 1996 and 1997 the NIHS held Cut Leaf Shows at the Chicago Botanic Gardens.  Irwin Johnson chaired the 

first show and Florence Brennan chaired the second.  These were juried shows, in preparation for the Midwest 

Regional Hosta Society Convention, which we hosted in 1998.   

 

In 2000 it was again time for an election.  The current board was elected and has continued the tradition to 

educate the people of the Chicago area as to the diversity and beauty of the genus Hosta.  They also have 

continued to offer a variety of programs and events for our membership.  

 

On Sept. 22 we celebrate 10 years of meeting Hosta friends, touring beautiful gardens, holding auctions, 

preparing leaf shows at the Chicago Botanic Garden, and many other activities.  There will be a celebration at 

Becki and my home.  We will have a garden tour, great food, games, and gifts.  So everyone please come and 

celebrate 10 years of Hostas Chicago Style. 
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Directions to the Micheletti‟s: 
From the south, get on IL Rte. 53 heading north. This 4 lane divided hwy. ends at Lake Cook Rd. Exit heading West. Go to the second 

Stoplight, US Rte 12, also Rand Rd. Turn right, north. Take this about 2.5 miles to Cuba Rd. Turn left onto Cuba Rd. Take Cuba Rd. 1 

mile to Hamilton Estates Subdivision on the right. Turn right into Hamilton Estates onto Inglenook Rd. Take Inglenook Rd. to the 

second street on the left, Hearthside Dr. Turn left ont Hearthside Dr. to 23720. 

 

From the north get onto Rand Rd. US Rte 12. Take this to Ela Rd. Go south on Ela Rd. Take it to Cuba Rd. Turn left onto Cuba Rd. 

The third street on the left (there are no streets on the right) is the entrance to Hamilton Estates. Turn left into Hamilton Estates onto 

Inglenook Rd. Take Inglenook Rd to the second street on the left, Hearthside Dr. Turn left onto Hearthside Dr. to 23720. 

 

 

Everything needs a companion, even a Hosta … 
 

Scientific Name : Cimicifuga simplex   (sim-ih-siff-YOU-guh SIM-plecks) 

  

Common Name : Bugbane, Black Cohosh, Snakeroot 

  

Zone : 3 – 8 

  

Description : 3 to 6 feet tall; leaves large, unequally toothed, the terminal one 3-lobed.  

Depending upon variety, stalks and leaves can have slight maroon color.  

Small white flowers with few or no petals, crowded on a 1-3 foot long 

raceme at the end of a tall stalk.  Scent has been described as „sweet‟ to 

„ill-scented‟.  Bloom late summer to fall. 

  

How to Grow : Plant in moist, humus-rich soil in shade to sun.  Shade from afternoon sun 

to keep foliage from browning.  Divide in fall. 

  

Landscape Uses : In borders, contrast their vertical form with rounded plants such as Hosta. 

 

 

 



   

   

 

 
 
 

Editor's Note: - 
Thanks to all for the articles for our newsletter.  I eagerly accept input for newsletters and encourage all to 

contribute.  The cutoff date for the next issue of Hosta Happenings is October 1, 2002.  Please contact me by 

any of the following methods: 

e-mail  rogers4@ix.netcom.com 

fax  (630) 393-1072 

phone  (630) 393-1062 or  

(630) 858-3538 

mail  22W213 Glen Valley Dr., 

Glen Ellyn, IL  60137 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

www.butterfield-gardens.com 

29W036 Butterfield Road 

Warrenville, IL  60555 

GARDEN 

CENTER 

630.393.1062 

The Butterfield 

Flower Co. 

630.393.0017 

Advertising Rates for NIHS 

Hosta Happenings 
 

 Per issue Per year 

Full page 95 250 

½ page 60 155 

¼ page 35 90 

1/6 page 25 65 

 

Send camera-ready copy with your check, made 

payable to NIHS, to Floyd Rogers, 22W213 

Glen Valley Drive, Glen Ellyn, IL  60137. 

400 

ACTIVITY NOTICES 
Would you like a reminder of NIHS activities 

sent to you a week ahead of time?  Pete 

Postlewaite maintains a list of members‟ email 

addresses and sends out these extremely 

helpful reminders.  This list will not be 

published, and will be used only for notices of 

NIHS activities.  Any member wishing to have 

their address included on the list should send 

an email to Pete Postlewaite 

(Peter@ShadyPath.com).  Please put “NIHS 

Email” on the subject line.  
 

mailto:Peter@ShadyPath.com


 

 

AMERICAN HOSTA SOCIETY 

If you are not a member of the American Hosta Society, have always wanted to get your copy of the Hosta Journal 

(published three times each year with many color pictures of Hostas), and you are interested in joining, please write Lu 

Treadway, 246 Etheridge Rd., Auburn, GA 30011.  Dues are: Individual, $25 for one year, $47 for two years, $65 for three 

years, Life $500 single payment; Family, $29 per year; $52 for two years, $75 for three years.  Joining AHS will enable you 

to attend the national conventions in Falls Church, VA in 2003, and Des Moines, IA in 2004. 

 

MIDWEST REGIONAL HOSTA SOCIETY 

The Midwest Regional Hosta Society publishes a twice-a-year newsletter and holds an annual convention.  To join, send a 

check for $10 to Carolyn Hamilton, 909 Mississippi, Bettendorf, IA 52722.  The 2003 convention will be held June 5-7, 

2003, in St. Louis, MO, Dubuque, IA in 2004, and Springfield, MO in 2005. 

 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS HOSTA SOCIETY 

If you are interested in joining NIHS, please write Treasurer, Bob Carlson, 22W070 Stratford Ct., Glen Ellyn, IL 

60137 (630) 469-9091.  Membership dues are $20 for two years.  Please send membership renewals to Bob 

Carlson at the above address.  Check the date on your label.  If it is 2002, then your membership will be 

expiring soon.   
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